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MAKAH FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

MARINE BIOTOXIN BULLETIN 

SHELLFISH HARVESTING CLOSED 
Thursday, June 03, 2010
MANDITORY SHELLFISH HARVEST CLOSURE 
By the Authority of Makah Fisheries Management and under the direction of the Makah Tribal Council all harvesting of all species of shellfish is closed along the Makah Bays Coastal Shorelines, including Neah Bay, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca. All species means clams (including geoduck), oysters, mussels and other invertebrates such as the moon snail. 

This Closure is due to extremely high levels of PSP bio-toxins measured at Neah Bay, Sekiu, and Makah Bay. Due to the extremely unpredictable nature of the bio-toxins, more samples need to be taken on June 7th 2010 in order to ensure that harvesting shellfish and biotins have cleared.  Samples will continue to be taken in the upcoming weeks to check for the presence of PSP bio-toxins. 
For more information please call Ray Colby 360-645-3162

What is Red Tide or PSP? 
Red tide is the common name for Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning (PSP). PSP is a serious illness caused by eating shellfish that have consumed poison-producing microscopic organisms found in seawater. 

What causes the toxin?
When conditions such as sunlight, water temperature and nutrients are favorable, the microscopic poison-producing plankton can reproduce very rapidly in seawater. When shellfish feed on this plankton, they accumulate the toxin. 

What are the symptoms of Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning?
Early symptoms of PSP are a tingling of the lips and tongue, which may begin within minutes of eating poisonous shellfish or may take an hour or two to develop. Depending upon the amount of toxin a person has ingested, symptoms may progress to tingling of fingers and toes and then loss of control of arms and legs, followed by difficulty in breathing. Some people have experienced a sense of floating or nausea. If a person has consumed enough poison, death will result from paralysis of the breathing mechanisms, in as little as two hours. 
What do I do if I think I have Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning? 
Call 911 or your nearest emergency room. 

Can Crab contain PSP? The meat of the crab is not known to contain the PSP toxin but the viscera or guts can contain unsafe levels. To be safe, clean the crab thoroughly and discard the guts. 
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