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Short Section from the Annual EPA report submitted August 2010

The Makah Water Quality Program is actively involved with the other Makah departments and programs and the Makah Land Use Committee in order to protect tribal water quality resources during future development/construction projects. This process is done by filing an Allotment Assignment Alteration Request form by the landowner for the described nature of their request. Departmental review and comments are completed and are either Approved, Conditionally approved, or Denied by the eight major departments on the committee.
The departments leading this committee are as follows, Fisheries Water Quality, Environmental, Forestry-Wildlife, Forestry Manager, Public Works, Museum MCRC, Planning-Land Use, and Realty. 

Two were received this year from the US Coast Guard in Neah Bay for repairing roadway to a VTS reflector, and replacing diesel tank at Cape Flattery. Prior to approvals the WQ department made site visits to these areas and used maps and photos to detail the projects Land Use approval. At this time all Water Quality Standards have been met through this process.  

Point source issues are also being identified by the Water Quality Program and recommendations are being discussed with other tribal departments and programs. 

Currently the WQ specialist is planning on getting certified as a licensed aquatic control applicator this summer for monitoring and survey work on evasive aquatic plant species within our tribal U & A. Clallam county since 2007 has had the Noxious Weed Control program and by being certified we can work in partnership with the county on the reservation. In turn we can receive the pesticides free from the county and we hope to build our capacity to have this as an addition to our non-point source program incorporating the work with monitoring as well as application.

Other recent work was contacting the IHS Under Ground Injection program to begin collaboration for a corrective action plan for the Makah marina Infiltration galleries. We have a drainage system that is an older Class V and the injection well is receiving fluid from a trench drain at the marinas waste storage enclosure. Working in concert with the IHS we can prepare this summer to obtain soil samples from beneath the points of infiltration.

I’m reviewing the list of certified labs that can take the samples and analyze them for heavy metals and oil using our WQS as reference for potential pollution discharges. I should have some good results to follow up on for Makah stormwater management plan and then begin the next phase of seeking the necessary funding for upgrading our drainage systems.

Storm drain systems within the village area have been assessed concerning their appropriate applications and operations. It appears that the Makah Marina and Mini-Mart projects which were constructed some years back did not include sufficient storm-water discharge infrastructure, however this may have been the result of budgetary considerations at the time. Maintenance and repair work are also challenges.  


